History of the Almaty Bible Institute

A New Gospel Frontiers Background Paper

The Vision
Since evangelical Christianity was first introduced into Central Asia in the mid-1800s, there has been limited access for foreign missionaries to that region.  The furtherance of the Gospel has also been hindered by the fact that there have been no Christian universities, seminaries, institutes or training facilities of any kind available to train domestic missionaries, evangelists, pastors, Sunday school teachers and song leaders.  Christian leaders in Kazakhstan have long prayed for an educational theological institute to be established in Central Asia.  In 1990, with the collapse of the Soviet Union, creation of a Bible institute became feasible.  The vision of the Almaty Bible Institute is to fulfill that need and to equip for His service those whom God has called to be His servants.

The Institute’s vision is to fulfill these needs beyond just Kazakhstan.  In bordering Muslim nations, persecution can be severe and Bible training institutes are prohibited.  The Almaty Bible Institute can thus serve as a regional theological educational center for the entire Central Asian Region (which includes Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan).  The Institute currently has students from most of Central Asia and would like to further expand their outreach into these areas.  The goal is to expand their contacts with existing churches in other Central Asian countries in order to recruit young men who are called to serve God full-time to attend the Institute.  After their training is complete, they would then return to the mission field in their home countries for service.
Founding of the Institute
The impetus to found the Institute came during a Bible conference on education that was held in one of the main Almaty Christian churches in August 1991. The attendees were Sunday school teachers and church attendants (pastors with no formal training) from all over Kazakhstan as well as some from Russia and Uzbekistan. The conference was very successful and the organizers came to the decision that the time had come to develop and organize permanent training courses.  Such courses were opened immediately after the conference with 13 Christian students who attended the courses and then graduated.
By 1992-1993, the creation of a permanently existing theological educational Institute, where students from churches located in Central Asian Islamic states could be taught, was imminent.  By that time, some pastors were available who had received formal theological education abroad and who had experience in the organization of educational institutions. This issue on education was considered by the Baptist Union of Kazakhstan, who made the decision to support a permanent Bible Institute in Almaty for training pastors, teachers and music leaders.   Their first offices were located in the Second Almaty Church.  Victor Zinchenko was in charge as the first Director.
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The First Director of the Almaty Bible Institute, Victor Zinchenko
It was soon discovered that although the former Soviet repression had been lifted, there were still many other challenges to the success of a Christian Institute. The remoteness of Kazakhstan and Central Asia caused great difficulty for potential students to travel and attend the training sessions. In general, the economies of these young nations in Central Asia are still depressed, and the people do not have the financial resources that would enable them to dedicate themselves full time to study and then missions work.  Also, there was an insufficient number of qualified staff to teach the courses at the Institute due to the shortage of trained pastors.  Over 150 churches in the suburbs and cities of Kazakhstan do not have a pastor or even an attendant.  Because of these difficulties, only a small percentage of the many possible students are able to complete their theological education and graduate from the Institute.

Institute Operations
The first teachers of the Institute were attendants from the local Kazakhstan churches, Christian Brothers who came from far and wide. The goal that the Institute puts before the teachers is to advance the level of Biblical knowledge of the students as necessary to preach properly, and to give the students enough theological discipline to effectively practice in the local church setting.

Different forms of education were evaluated, and the best approach was chosen for the situation that exists in Kazakhstan.  The experience of other Christian educational institutions was taken into consideration, training materials were collected, and a theological library was launched.  The educational programs are a work in progress and are being continuously upgraded as resources become available.

Acceptance of student applications is on a competitive basis in accordance with the Institute requirements in each area of study.  Institute entrants must pass interviews and exams to be accepted.  The students are required to attend courses for two or three years depending on the course of study, with four sessions per year and each session lasting about three weeks.  For each area of study, the Institute graduates one class of students and accepts another class of students in serial fashion without any overlap between the classes.
In May of 1994, the Institute graduated its first class from the pastoral studies program.  This event coincided with the acceptance of the second class of new students into the program. These new students came from Kazakhstan churches as well as churches throughout the Central Asian republics.
Attendance at the Institute leaves a permanent imprint on the students beyond their formal education in sound Christian theology.  The students develop as Christians from the camaraderie they experience.  They learn from each other as well as the faculty as they communicate about various Christian issues, as they spend holidays and celebrate birthdays together, as they enjoy Christian fellowship during evening sermons, and hold private conversations with each other.  On weekends, the Christian fellowship continues in a less formal setting as the students go to the mountains and engage in recreational activities together.

Due to the sacrifices of foreign Christian brothers and sisters, beginning in September 2003, students of the pastoral and teaching programs started holding sessions in a beautiful new building. Workers at the Institute hope that this building will become the place where many successful plans and projects for educational knowledge advancement of Christian brothers and sisters from Kazakhstan and Central Asia will be fulfilled.
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The New Central Building of the Almaty Bible Institute

Current Director
The current Director of the Almaty Bible Institute is Rev. Oleg Korotky, who is a graduate of the Irpen Biblical Seminary in Ukraine.  The well respected Slavic Gospel Association’s February 2003 monthly edition of “InSight: Helping Churches – Reaching Russia” contains an article titled “Diary of a Church Planter” which spotlights Rev. Korotky and the Almaty Bible Institute.  In his interview for this article, Rev. Korotky remarks, “I think that it is essential to even further improve the quality of education at [the Institute]… This is important because we need to address the severe shortage of trained instructors, pastors, and missionaries with a sound, Biblical theological education.” 
Accomplishments
Over the course of the years since the Institute began operations, the areas of study have increased, the capabilities of the faculty and the quality of the course work have improved, the classroom facilities have been upgraded, and larger classes of students are attending and graduating from the Institute.  There are now six areas of study: pastoral, missionary, youth ministry, children’s curriculum development (for different age groups in Sunday school), Sunday school teacher and music leader.

As of 2003, five classes of pastoral studies students had graduated from the Institute.  A total of 372 students graduated from the Almaty Bible Institute between 1994 and 2003, and these students were from four different Central Asian countries:
Kazakhstan: 295 

Kyrgyzstan: 53   

Uzbekistan:  11  

Tajikistan: 13  

These 372 graduates returned to their homelands to minister to their people, having majored in the following areas:

Pastoral Studies – 119
Missionary Studies – 38
Youth Ministries - 38
Children Curriculum Development – 24
Sunday school Teachers – 92
Music Leader Training - 61
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The Second Class (attended 1994 – 1996) of Pastoral Studies Students in Theology
Class Being Taught by Dr. Roman Dehtiarenko
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The Third Graduating Class (attended 1996 – 1998) of Pastors With Faculty
As of 2003, the most recent graduating class in each of the six areas of study is shown below.  For the academic class of 2000 – 2003, the Institute trained 120 students.  These 120 students are from three different Central Asian countries and are categorized below by nationality and area of study:
Kazakhstan: 

Pastoral Studies - 23

Missionary Studies – 18

Youth Ministries – 10

Children’s Curriculum Development Class - 12

Sunday School Teachers - 19

Music Leader – 9 

Kyrgyzstan:

Pastoral Studies – 9 

Missionary Studies – 9

Youth Ministries – 1
Sunday School Teachers – 4
Music Leader – 4
Tajikistan:

Pastoral Studies – 1
Music Leader – 1
1) Pastoral Studies Class - 33 students
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2) Missionary Studies Class – 27
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3) Youth Ministries Class – 11
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4) Children’s Curriculum Development Class – 12
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5) Sunday School Teachers Class – 23
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6) Music Leader Class – 14
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� This background paper is an edited and abbreviated history of the Almaty Bible Institute that is based on a translated Russian paper prepared by the Almaty Bible Institute for New Gospel Frontiers.
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